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LECIURE oN
FRE~CAPTURE TRAINING
(As Delivered July-August 1944)

You are being trained for combat, and in combat there are cagualties.
Four major clasgsifications are:-

1. Those killed in agtion. We can give you no further training on
that soore. That is a job for the quartermaster corps and the chaplain,

2. Wounded. You have all had some first aid training. Beyond what
you can do for yourselves, that is a job for the medics.

3« Missing in action. Again thers is no further training we can give
you. There is nothing at all that can be done until you are found.

4+ The fourth elassification, a definite casualty, is prisoner of war.
That is what I want to talk to you about today.

Now before I go on, I don't want anything I have to say teken as an
invitation to go out and get yourself captured so you can sit on your
fannies in a PAV camp for the duration, Believe ms,' a BN camp is no
place to spend any time at all in. But, in the first place, you won't
be ceptured while you have & gun and a bullet to put. in that gun and when
the bullet is gone or the gun is smashed, you can still use it az a olub,
and with your feet, beat the stuff out of the Nazjia. (That ig what General
Patton would tell you.] But you might be captured. Brave men have been.
There is Dunkirk, and Dieppe, and Corregidor. Those men were brave, but they
are PMs now. So -- because you might be captured, I sm here to tell you
what will happen if yc;u are.

When you took your oath as a soldier - if You ware sober that
morning -- you remember that you promiged to carry on the war with
whatever weapons you had at your comnand, wherever you might be, just as
long as you were able to do so. OF course, Jf you are captured, you will
be disarmed. Your only weapons then will be what brains the good Lord
gave you what guts you can dig up from time to time. You'll need
plenty of both and there is no substitute for eitnar one, If you have
read your Soldier's Handbook you will have seen in there that should you
be captured, you will take the earliest opportunity to eseape. Now you
ray wonder why we make such & fuss about escaping. Thers are msny

reasons. Scme are obvious. Some you way not have thought about.
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In the first place, if you sre free behind enemy lines you have a
definite nuisence value. By that I mean if you can tie up ten, Fifty

or s hundred of the enemy looking for you, there sre just so many Nazis
that are not aveilable for front line duty or for further training.

As an example of that, just sbout four months ago sixty~three of ocur

P/Ws escaped from & jP/}N camp and it took five thousand Jerries six

weoeks to round those sixt}”three men up and get them back into camp,
Second, you being free has a definite effect on eivilisn morale. In
short, it raises hell with it. Story No, {1 s#sdeseis Third, you

can't possibly be free behind enemy lines having been trained as soldiers,
without picking up a great deal of military informstion. Information that
would be of great value to your own unit., Of greater value to the U.S. Army.
We want you to get that information. Get all you can, And bring it back.
One word. of warning, about gathering military informstion, Never put any-~
thing in writing. I'll go into mors detail about that later on,

Now we think of Jerry as being a pretty good soldier. He is. Don't
meke sny mistake about that. Never underrate that guy. He is a damn
fine soldier. Hs is almost a professional, He spends his time between
wars getting ready for the next one. But he's no superman. He's dumb
as hell in some ways. He is methodical. By that I ue anl, when he figures
Oﬁt whal he thinks te be the right way of doing sowething, he will do it
that one way until hell freezes. It ig iﬁ his book, The German soldier
lives by his book. That is & good thing- to keep in the back of your mut.
Egpecially, as far as this escaping rackei 1s concerned. Because if you
do somsthing that ien't in Jerry's book, that he hasn't direct orders to
cover, he is not going to know quite what to do sbout it. He is method-
ical as far as his treatment of P/Ws is concerned. He has treated them just
about the same way to-day and will conmtinue to do so for the duration,
Bo=~ if you ehould be captured, here is what will probably happen to you.

In the Pirst place, you will be moved as rapidly a& possibles sway
from the front lines. You are a damned nuissnce up there, and he is
going to move you back ss fast as he can. You will be put in small

groups -- eight or ten or a dozen in a group, put in charge of walking
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wounded gusrds and moved on the first leg of your Journey to Germany,
Becauge that is where you are going., By walking wounded, I mean exactly
that. This guy is a combat soldier who has been supsrficially wounded
but is able to get back to an aid station under his own steam for
medical attention. FHe is not a trained guard., He is put over you
because he ig geing? dn 'ttfa same direction as you are. And becsuse the
Jerries figure that rthat.“‘!is all the guarding you need, because they
figure you're going to be knocked out, physically and mentally. And
you will be. TYour morale will be lower than it ever has been before
or ever will be sagain, But, in spite of that fact, and in apite of
the fact that you have been knocked out, right then and there is the
best chance you ever will have to get away. DBscause this guy is. not
& trained guard. He is a wounded combat soldier. He is not interested
in B/Ws. He is interested in one thing only. Getting back to an aid
station to get his wounds properly dressed. You hsven't been counted.
Tour names haven't been taken. He doesn't know how many he's got.
Wouldn't care if he did know. You have been disarmed, but you still
outnumber this guy eight or ten to one. At that péint you know where
your lines are, or you have a pretty good idea of their direction.
But every step you take from that point on is a step away from' your
lines to & very unfreindly country, It is one more step you've gdt to
take on the way back. There will be a great many eerly oppertunities
Lo escaps. Take one! Every guy who comes back has the same story.
"I wish I had taken that first chance I had to get away. But I was tired,
I wanted a night's sleep. I wanted some rest." You will be tired. You will
be pretty completely knocked out, but if you dig deep enpugh, You can get
the guts to do it.

Well, if you don't get sway immediately, you'll be taksn to a part
of a collecting point. This may be an aréa wired with barbed wire in the
middle of a field and here and there will be a few more guards, but
those gusrds too will be combat soldiexrs, They'll be human. When a

shell lands nearby, they'll tske covey; and T hope you know what you
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are going to do.

If you don't get sway from hers, you'll be marched on the second
leg of your journey back to Germany. Yhen the Jerrios have got two or
three hundred prisoners, they'1ll put them in columns of threes. At the
head of this column will be g truck srmed with a machine gun pointing
toward the rear. Af the-wear of the column will be another trwok with
& machine gun simed towaﬁ the front. Ranning up and down the left
flank will be & guard on g motoreyecle, His usual procedure is to ride
to the hesd of the column, wait there until the colum has passed, then
ride to the hesd agein. The right flank will usually be unguarded
because traffic moves on the right, Now the roasds will bend over there.
They can't possibly bend ss much as they do here in England, but they
will bend. When the column goes around one of these bends, there will
be & great many men, particularly those in the middle of the column,
that will be out of sight of a1l guards. If you find yourself in a epot
like this, work out to the right flank and peel off. Drop into & ditch,
get behind a tree, s bush, a stone wall, and hide thers until the .0 n
column has passed, then high~tail it back to your own unit. Many
British got away thia way after Dunkirk, You still know the general
direction of Allied lines, and they are still not too fﬁr away. A
little tip if you are in a column, Straggle -- I don't need to tell
& GI how to straggle, do I? Can you help it if'your lungs burn, if
your heart pounds, if you get a belly ache, or your faet Just won't
move? So you straggle, and this column will stretch and stretch.

Well, you didn't make it here. At the next collecting point, you
are taken over by tralned P/W gusrds. They will load you on whatever
kind of transport is available. You may be put on trains, it may be
& box cary, flat cars, cattle cars, or pagsenger cars. Or you may be put
on trucks, But remember, trucks and trains slow down and .stop in
traffiec, And according to our special intelligence it gets Just as dark
over there as it does here and just ag often, At lesst once a day it

will get dark as Hell. Our planes are continuslly strafing all moving

vehiclea., Yhen w plene comes down the rosd flying low and spitting
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lesd, the truck driver will stop his truck and take cover. The guards
will get out and take cover. The P,‘/Ws got out and take so much cover
that most of them never make the truck sgain. ]

You can jump from a moving train, not while it is going sixty miles
#n hour, obviously, but you can Jump from a train moving up to eighteen
%o twenty miles per hour.without hurting yourself, I know, because I
have dons it. As a mattér of fact, I know two young Canadian soldiers
who jumped from s moving train at nlght while it was going through a
tlmm'l.l That I do not mdvise. But I told You this escaping business
took guts. Thesse 1ads‘had them, and they got away. If you Jump from a
moving train, be sure to Jump from the right hand side, because you will
thereby avoid oncoming trains. But there is another better resson.
If you jump from the right hand side, even though you are seen by a guard
it is practically impossible for s man armed with a rifle to fire backward
from the right-hand side of a moving train, You can figure that out for
yoursslf. He couldn't hit snything smaller than the FEmpire $tate Build.
ing. Added to the natural difficulties of firing backward on the right~-
hand side of a moving train, when ¥our buddies see you take off, 'Ehey are
going to crowd to the doors and windows and will wave their arms end hel-
me_ts and the guard will find it practically impossible to even get through
to get his rifle to his shouldsr in the first place. Incidentally, even
though/'ﬁ’ you can't get aw?z;y yourself, help anybody else that tries it.
Heckle the guards, create disturbances, make s lot of noise.

Well, - you didn't meke it. S your next stop is the B/W
camp. HNow for a great many of you, this first cemp .m‘.ll not be what you
thought & PAY camp would be at all. This place will be like a eountry club.
It will have pleassnt surroundings, good beds, comfeortable mattreasses,
plenty of blankets, clean sheets, pillows, maybe even pillow cases, snd
everybody here will be very, very friendly. Vexy friendly indeed. It
will be Just like old home week. And. they will not only be very friendly
in this place, but the;f will be damn curiocus. And thet curiogity will take
the form of questions about you and your Army. Interrogation we call it.

Now interrogation will start for everyone fairly near the front
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lines. Up thers, the Cermans want tactieal information. Information of
immediate value to them. They want to know what unit is facing them in
the line, what unite are on either flank, what units are in SUppO:I'."t.- They
want to lmow what your equipment is, what your Weapons are, and how they
are being used. They want 4o know what your plans are, but if You can't
answer, won't ansvre]:;, or )don"t answer, You may never be interrogated
again. However, g '.s“prink'iing of privates and corporals and almpst BVOry -
one from the grade of buck sergeant on up through the officers will be
taken to this first camp. The Jerries may call it a transit camp. They
may explain .that You are thers for delousing, for clean clothes, for
separation into groups to be sent on to permsnent camps, Actually this
plsce ig an interrogation center, built strietly for the inberrogation of
P/ Wa,

Now, in this matter of interrogation, we work Just about the
samé way that the Nazis do, And in the matter of interrogating parsonnal,
we uge just about the same kind of guys. S0 just to give you an idea of
what a Nazi interrogator would be, I'1l tell you how we wight get ours. We
-might. call up the personnel section, and we sey to them, "look hers, we
have to have an officer who speaks Cerman to interrogate Germen P/Ws,"
They say, "OK, that's easy." The best way to find the right man would be
to take the roster of the United States Army, go through the whole liast
very earefully from A to Z, plck out the bigzest bastard on the list and
send him over to us. He comes to us, and we look him over. And if
he isn't extra smart and smooth and clever and tough, we give him a little
special training. And when we get through with this guy he is a first
¢lass A-1 son-of-a-bitch. I maan he is @ basterd. He has to be. That
is his job. This is the gﬁy that is going to be very much intereasted
in you. So you better inow soms of his tricks., He's got a million, but
I will tell you s few of them.

The first dey you are in tnis place, you are sitting on your
bunk in your room. That ig one way you will know thig is an interrogating
cenber--you will be in g private room. You are wondering sbout life in

genoral and your life in particular and this interrogator drops into
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s9¢ you, and he is very friendly. He wants to know how you slept the
night before, if your bed was comfortable, if you had plenty of blankets,
if the sheets wors clean. He wants to know if you had a good breakfast
thet morning, if you had enough to eat, if the food was well prepared,
if you can suggest any slight changes in the memi. He'll want to lnow
if there ian't soms Jittle thing he can do to make you more comfortable.
He'll notice perhaps that your shoes are worn, and offer to get you
s nice new comfortable i)a.ir of shoes. Where the Hell he would get those
kind of shoes in Germany, I don't know. But he'll offer it., And then,
very apologetically, he'll get around to asking a few questions. Ue
is very sorry to have to do this to you. You ere such a nice guy.
But it ie 5.0,P. He has his orders, and he's got to carry them out.
And, he'll ask you some direct questions., Wirst of all, your nane,
rank, and serial number. You will give him your name, rank, and serial
munber, and when you have done that, you are through. Whatsver he
wants to kmow from that point on, your only snewer is "I'm sorry, sir."
That's all. If he wants to kmow how tall the corn grows in Iowa, how
big the orangss are in Californis, how sweet the peaches are in
Georgla, how deep the oil wells sre in Texas, if the Brooklyn Dodgers
are still playing baseball, whatsver he asks You, your answer is, "
"I'm gorry, sir." And you have to "sir" this guy too. You won't like .
it. You won't like saluting thia guy, but you have to do it. If yeu are
an enligted man, he msy be only a lisutenant. If You ars a major, he'll
be 2t lsast a colonel. He has a pocket full of bars and stars, and he
can change his renk at sny time he Jilma. And he'll do it. You:heve .
to give him the courtssg to which his rank entitles him, Ksep yourself
firm, polite, and m:l.lit‘ary at all times. He msy say to you, "That's all
right, buddy. That's all I expected you were going to . give me. But
I don't need any informstion from you. I know more sbout you and your
Army than you lmow yourself." And he'll procesd to tell you sbout your
Army end you will be amazed, He'll tell you when you cams into the Army,
what your unit is; who your officers are; where you trained in the

States; how long you trained; what kind of treining you had; when you

left the States; what boat you took on the way over; how many boats thers were
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in the convoy; when you landed in the U.X.; what further training you had
hers; what kind of gasoline you use in your jeep. After s while you'll wonder
Jjust what the hell this guy is getting at., I'11 tell you what he is
getting at. German military intelligence has = great deal of information
about our Army. But this guy may not bs quite sure about you and your
partieular unit, Apd Jou!ll notied as you listen to him that some of
this stuff he is telling you is true, and some is false. Some of it he
ie guessing at, And as he is giving it to you, he ig trying to look
kirectly into your eyes, because if he can look directly into your eyea,
Just a little flicker there, just a tiny change of expression will give
srou away. It is just as good to him as if You had opened your mouth and
spilled your guts. So you have tb be smart. Play dumb. Don't lagk him
in the eye. Pick cut a spot right in the mflt.ddle of his forehead and
stare at thet spot. Think how nice it would be to drill a hole in that
spot with a .30 calibre slug. Or pick out a spot on the'wall. behind.his
head . and. stare at that spot, And drop your Jaw and look Just plain dumb.l
Tou don't care how dumb you look. If you can look like "Sad Sack" himself,
that's fine. Remember, the more intelligent you look, the move you ars
going to be questioned. So Just look as dumb as a ailck cow and keep _ .
giving him that "I'm sorry, sir. I'm sorry, sir. I'm sorry, sir," He's
going to get awfully tired of hearing that after a while. But he will keep
on with this friendly business for a while longer, because this friendly
stuff pays dividends. The Jerriss fall for it, and unfortunately, our
men do too.

So he'll go on talking. He may talk about baseball, If he does, .
he will know more baseball than any big lesguer tﬁat ever played the gams;
or he may talk about football, or hockey, or tennis, or fishing, and this
guy is a good talker. He'll be dameed intereating; to listen to, and after
a while you'll kind of want to gwap fish stories with him--and that is Just
what he is hoping you will do. He may talk about hunting, and if he does,
he'll go into raptures sbout the beautiful bird dog he's got back home,
Hell, this guy never owned a bird dog in his life. No dog would live with

the son-of-a-bitch, But he dogen't care about that, He is trying to geot
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you to talk, because if he ean start You talking on arny subjeet under the
8un, sconer- or later, he'll work ths conversation around to military
matters, You are all wound ups then you just spill your guts. You can't
talk to this guy about anything at all. You can't match wits with him.

You can't kid him. You can't lie to him. He has got you licked from the
start, This guy ig‘ clever. He may have trained for years just for this
jofa. Maybe just for you-.‘ So stare at that spot on his forehead or at that
spot on the wall and look dumb and keep giving that "I'm sorry, sir."
He'll quit after ewhils. He can be friendly just about so long, then he
bas to refuel. S5 he'll quit.

But the next day, if he still thinks he can make you talk, he'll
be back agein, And thig day he's changed his tactics, This day he is
going to try to make you mad, because if he can make You mad enough,
you'll talk back to him. To make you mad he'll insult you, and he'll be
the most insulting son-of-awbitch that you ever heard in Yyour 1;'Lfe.
He'll insult you and your family, your friends, your unit, your Army, the
sountry, your flag, anything he can lay his tongue to., He'll tell ¥ou your
equipment is no demn good. You should have dumped it in the oecean on the way
over. He'll tell you your Wweapons can't be compared to German weapons., He'll
tell you your officers never should have been commissionsd. And after a
while you'll want to swing at this guy, but you'd better not do that.
You know you have the best equipment in the world. You know you've got the
best weapons in the world, You lmow you've got the best Army in the world,
md you'll want to tell him s0. In fact, y-ou’ll want to do more than that.
Tou'll want to prove it to bim, And that is just oxactly what he ia
hoping you will do, because if you start talking while You are mad, k;e has
really got you by the muts, And the harder he squoezes, the more you are
going to yell. Don't answer him, other than "I'm 8orry, sir." What do you
care for this guy's insults, You can take them. He dossn't mean anything
to you. Xeep thinking how nice that hole would look in his forehead and
keep giving him that "I'p 80TTy, airs" "I'm sorry, eir." After awhile he
will get madder than you wers, and he'll quit for this day.

Bat the next day, if he still thinks You can be broken, he'll he .
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back sgain, and this time he has changed hig tactics eontirely, This tim
he will be tough, -- tough as only a Nazi officer can be tough. This day,
You are sitting on the edge of your bunk wondering what the hell can pos—
eibly happen to you next, and this guy will storm in. The door will slam
open, and he'll come stamping in with those big hob-nailed boots, ranting,
raging, roaring a;f)und, “g‘nd he's got a eouple of guns slung pretty low on
his legs. He whips the éuns out, slams them on the table, and says,
"All right, you, are you going to talk, or am I going to shoot you?"
Well, you are not guite sure what he is going to do. He's got a pretiy
good show he puts on when he is in a mood like this, and it is too good
for one man, so he has eight or ten sent into a room and lined up against
the wall at attention., Attention, hell, they're braced thers, And this room
is hot -- hotter than any room you've been in in your life. And over
in one corner is a stove with a fire blazing in it, and there are a eouple
of branding irons in that fire. And the place on the top of that stove
&lowing red hot 1s just big encugh to fit your fanny. And walking up and
down the room is the bull-necked sorgeant, chest like a barrel, and He is
cracking a whip., And this whip is coming awful close to you., And every-
thing is all get. Now what does this look like? Some melodramatic stage
setting. They can't seare :'{ou.r The hell they can't! When you have been
sﬁanding there just long enough, this interrogator will storm in the Toom,
and he'll stride up and down, and he says, "All right, you guys, I have
been pretty nice to you for the last couple of days, but I am all through
with that, I want soms information. My Fushrer ("Hoil Hitler") wants
some information, and I don't care how I get it, or who I get it from.
Sergeant, bring me that first prisonsr." And the first prisoner is
brought over, snd the interrogator mays, "All right, now, you are going
to talk -~ ox alée. Who is your company commander?’ew..I'm sorry,
sir,"w--"0h, you are, are you. Sergeant, take this man outaide."
And the guy is pushed outside, and in about Fifteen seconds there is a
shot and a thud, maybe a groan.

"Sergeant, bring me the neXt prisoner."m—-———BiSinesHm.e .

"Well, are you going to talk? Who is your company commander?-—-———————.
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Busine gg~ww—w "I am g-s~s-gorry, sir."™ "Oh, you are, are you? Sergeant,
take this man outside.," About fifteen seconds later there is another
shot, and another thud, and another grosn. And then he goes to the third,
te the fourth, and the fifth, and by the time he gets to the sixth man
the poor son-ofs-gun is in it right up to his ears. I think if I
woeTe the second man, I wc_?uld be, if I didn't know this. And I want you to
get this, fellows, and gét it straight. I don't care what you have read
or what you have heard. At no time in the last war or this war right
up to this present good minute has a British or Americen prisonsr of
war been physically mistreated for failing to answer guestions. Not
one, They'll scare ihe living daylights out of you. They'll threaten you
with everything in the book; and a lot of things that aren't in the
book, but they will not hurt you. Believe me. They will not hurt you
for failing to answer their questions. Now I know some of you are
thinking about tho;e fifty R.A.F, officers who were shot awhile back.
But they were not shot for resisting interrogation. If you are escaping
and fail to halt when you are told to, that's plain suicide. You see
the Germans signed with us in 1929, a little document known as the
Geneva €onveniion. This document governs the treatment of prisoners
of war; and they are living up to that document to the letter and pretty
mich to the spirit of it. They will not hurt you. Remember that as a
prisoner of war you are under control of the Army -~ not the Gestapo.
You will be in a B/W camp, not a concentration camp, Of course, what
they do to the Rugsians is something else sgain. And incidentally what
the Russisna do to them is an entirely different story. But you are not
Rugsians.

If you don't talk pretty soon, you're going to be moved out of
this place. This place is too good for a guy who is not paying them in
return, And the only way you can pay for good treatment is by giving
them information. 8o, if you don't talk, you will be moved and moved Ffast.
If you're there more than a week, or ten days, however, you better take
stock because even though you don't think you have been talking, there

is a leak somewhere. 4and you'd better button up.
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But before we go on to the pormanent camp I want to remind you
egein that these Nazis are clever and mean. They may not start in a
friendly way, but Just the reverse. You mey be thrown immediately imto
solitary confinement. They may stait the rough stuff right away. You may
spend from 5 to 20 days in solitary, and this eell will be almost un-
bearably hot, At the same time you will be constently threstened with
torture, death, or any ovf.har punishment unleass Jou-talk, and they'll tell
Yyou that if you do talk they'1l take you to this nice camp. It won't be
easy to resist, but You can. There's nothing they will give you that you
can't take if you make up your mind to it.

They mey try the old double play on you in the form of a kindly
officer who rescues you from a tough ons hoping that you'1l be grateful
and talk to him. They may put you in a room with soms of your buddies
right after you get out of solitary Imowing that you'll want to talk to
someons after being by yourself for days. You will want to talk, but be
careful -- don't discuss mlitary matters, They will have mierophones
carefully hidden to pick up your comversation, Romember - don'_t talk -
to the Jerries. Brery time you do you mey sign the death warrant for one
of your own buddiea.

Your permanent B/W camp s Just what you thought a BAV camp
would be. This place will not be very friendly. The beds will be hard,
The blankets will be thin, the soup will be thinner, when there is any
scup. Thers will bs no bell-hop here to mest You at the gate and usher
You to the bridel gmite. Now you really are in the e¢link, I mean you've
had it. Direct interrogation will stop whon you've left the first camp,
but indirect interrogation will continue maybe for months. By interrogation
I mean such things as stool pigeons, and they may be in all kinds of dig.
guises. Some of them mey be dressed just as you are, 80 you ean't barge
up to the first 8Uy You see in a GI uniform and 8pill your guts to hinm
about who you are and wheTe you came from snd how you happened to got
captursd, because you might ba talking to & etool pigeon. Be particularly
careful about men in other Allied uniforms. There should be no one but

Americans in your compourd, and you ean bet that anyone elsge in g French,
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& Bolgian, a Canadian, or a British wniform is a stool pigeon. Don't have

anything to do with them. They'll be quite willing to tell you all about

themselves, But they'll be damn curious sbout you in return. You may be

visited by a very kindly gentleman, in fact, the only friendly peTson in

the camp, who is wearing a badge of the International Red Cross on his arm.

wRAF Stoxy No. 2 **:"* -

Two things you are m;'at allowed to do as long as you are in a prisoner
of war camp. You may not broadcast or make recordings which could be broad-
cast., And you msy never give your parole, that is, a promise that you will
not attempt escape. You may give what is lmown as a "temporary undertaling",
a promise that for a eertain short time, probably for not mors then a few
hours, you will not attempt to go away, if thayl will let you get out, to
got a haircut, or get some dental treatment, or get a glass of beer. If
Yyou say, under this temporary parole, that you will be back at a certain
time, you'd damn well better be back, or you will not only be punished by
the Nazis, but you will cateh Hell from us. This temporary undertaking is
used by prisoners to get out for short periods of time to make a recon-
naissance of the territory surrounding the cemp, If that is broken, the
privilege will be taken awsy from everyons.
This cemp will be organized. Of course, in the first place,

thers will be the Nazi commandant and hig staff. But there iz also an
American organization. In EM camps there will be a senior NCO. In
officers' camps there will be a semior American officer. These men are
your commanding officers so long as you are in that particular camp. Here
sgein you must be careful. You can't go up to the first guy you see with
three up and three down or a lot of stuff on his shoulder and spill your
guts to him becauge you might be talking to a stool pigeon., Take plenty of
time. You've got plenty of that in this camp. In fact, that is about all
you have got as long as you are a P/W. 4Ask eighteen or twenty or thirty
different PMs who the senior NGO or the senjor officer is. If you get the
sams angwer from all eightoen or twenty or thirty, you can be pretty sure
you are spproaching the right guy. Then tell him anything you want. Give

him a1l the information you have. He has ways of getting that information
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back to us,

Under the senior NUO or senior officer thers will be various
committess, -- committees on education, recreation, entértainment, ath-
letics. Take advantage of what these committees have to offer. There
is nothing so deadly as sitting in a B/W camp for months on end with
nothing to do. Yqyfmusﬁlksep yourselves mentally and physically fit-—
at all tinmes,

There will be other committees in this camp. And when you
have been in the camp long enough, you'll find out what they are., We
hope that you will have been thinking about an escape from the moment
You were picked up, Cortainly you will think of escape when you get to
a B/W camp, - But, escape from a P/W camp is not the simple matter it
would have been if you had taken that first opportunmity. Now you've
got to have a plan. -Ahd you're the guy that's got to make that plan
because you're the one that is principally interested in your own
escape. 5o when you've been there long enough to make g good re-
connaissance of this camp -~ I mean to really case the joimt, you start
thinking of & way that you can got out, And when you have a plan, you
can take it to the senior NCO or the seulor officer, and they will
get that plan to one of these other committees, —- to the escape committee.
This committes is unoffieial. In fact, secret. You may never kmow who
the members of the committes are. But theéy're doing a hell of a good
Job. They'll look your plan over, and look you over. And if your plan
looks as if it would work, end you look like You can work it, they will
give you information, -- information on where to go when you get out of
camp, how io get there, what to wear, what to ¢arry, how to act, any
information you ﬂeed to complete your escape back to Allied lines,
bscause that is the best plece to head for. With this informetion, you
do complets your plan, It is not enough just to get out of camp. That's.
comparatively simple. But you have still got to get out of Germany, |
That's not quite aso easgy. However, you can do it. When you have your
plane completed, send it back to the oscape comulttee, And if they
approve of the completed plen, they'll put you on a list. You see

there are priorities on escapers in these camps, There are fellows

who have been there longer than you have, and they've got to
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have their chance too. And it would take some time to work out soms of
these plans. When your turn comes, the escape committee is prepared to give
you even more assistance. They will provide maps, compasses, gadgets like
wire cutters, saws, files, tools like picks, shovels, axes. They'11 pro-
vide clothing, food, money, false papers, anything you need to help you
escape,

If you have aﬁ;" p;acﬁiiar talents, for instance, if you are pretty
good at forgery, this is the one rlace that I cen recommend where you can
got away with forgery, If you are light-fingered, if you can get into the
Nazi commandent's office and borrow papers which might be copied or if
you can pick locks, this is one place 1 can recommend that you ‘can get
away with those talents. However, even though you have ng special talents,
there 18 one committes that you can all Join, sand that is the nuiée‘mce
commities, In short, the fuek-ups, I know that you haven't had any
special training in facking-up sinece you have boen in the Army, but you've
had a hell of a lot of oxperience at it, and this is one place you can put

“ that experience to good use. This nuisance committee is an’ amazing com-
mities, doing a remarkable Job in these camps. They assist in escapes.
They keep the Nazi staff in a complete dither 24 hours a day. They take
care of guards, they take care of roll callge =-—w-stories los, 3,4, 5,6—-‘-—---.

You can adopt any kind of a disguige you want to help you get out
of camp. You can dress up like a head of ca.bbags and go out with the
garbage wagon, and I'm seriocus about that. Men have hidden themselves in-
the bottom of garbage wagons and had their friends pour refuse on ‘top of
them and gone cut with the wagon. Here are some clagsic SICADES eseesnnns
Two men got themselves a bucket of white paint and a brush, started paint-
ing a white line in the middle of the road and painted themselves right
out through the front gate. Three other fellows got a fifty meter messur-
ing tape. One man held one end of the tape, and the other held the other
end, _ They measured themselves right out of the front gate while the third
man Tollowed them Jotting down figures on s little pad. They messured

themgelves through Germony, through France, right into Spein., Any time any-
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one suspicious approached them, they would take the taps and measure the
width of the road, the height of the curb, the width of the. gidewalk, or
anything in sight, while the third man continually jotted down figures,
The third escape, which to my mind wes one of the best that ha_s ever been
pulled, was made by a young private. He was on s work detail some miles
from camp, Now pri'h"atés Wwill work, and it is a good idea to go out on
thess work details beceuse they offer many opportunities for getting away.
This 1ud pushed a wheelbarrow end when the detail was over, brought the
wheslbarrow to camp and hid it. Then, with cigarstters, bribed his way
through the German guards into the French compound of the camp. You can
get anything with cigarettes in Germany. When he got into the French
compourd, he bought from the Frenchmen, using cigarettss for money, some
old civilian olothes, These he smggled past the guards into his own
barracks and hid them, Then when he sccumulsted sufficient food from his
Fed Cross parcels for his journey, he placed the food in the bottom of the
wheelbarrow, covered it with sand with a couple of bricks in it, put in
an old shovel, and ono night about dusk pushed his wheelbarrow, dressed in
the old civilian clothes, he walksd out of the front gate., He pushed that
wheelbarrow all the way through Germany, all the way through France, over
the Eyrenees into Spain. We pick up escapers in Gibralter and fly them
back to England. When we picked this lsd up, he ineisted on
bringing the wheelbarrow back with him and says he ia going to take it
back home with him after the war. Now some of you think that is damn
eilly, that he couldn't have gotten awey with things like that, But if
you sew a man pushing a wheelbarrow down one of thess country roads, would
You pay amy attention to him at all? Of courss not. He is Just going
about his own business. If he had his hat pulled down over his eyes, how-
ever, and he wes sneaking around from bush to tree, you would think, "Ah!
That man has done something wrong." It is the simple attempts, carried
through complotely, thst have gotten men free.

You can wear a German uniform if you 6an got one or make ons. One

of the classlc escapes of the war was made by a young Britisher who

dyed his battle dress the German field green-gray, made a belt out of
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cardboard which he dyed black with shoe polish, made a buckle and
covered it with silver papsr from cigarette packages, made a rosette
for his éap, made tebs for his shoulders, made what pasasd very well
for a German officer's uniform. Then ons night about dusk he started
out through the main gate. His friends were watching him from their
barracks windows. [Jhey saw him go out the gate, pass the guard, saw the
guard pop to attention, saw him go about five paces beyond the guard,
stop, turn eround and come back, and they thought, "Oh! Oh! Charlie's
been challenged and he is caught," They saw him stop in fromt of the
guard, saw his head wag back and forth a moment, saw the guard come
very stiffly to attention, give him a very snappy salute, then the
Britisher turned on his heel and proceeded down the road, Come to Find
out what had happened, was that the first time he passed the guard, the
gua 1 had given him a very sloppy salute, so he came back to chew the
guard's ass out for it.

You can wear civilian clotheg--one word of warning, however, as
rogards disguises in general and civilian clothes in particular. If
you are caught, you must be prepared to identify youself as Amsriecean
scldiers, as an escaping prisoner of war. Your best means of identifica-
tiqn are your dog tegs. Don't lose them. If You have lost thejn remember
the number that you were given as a prisoner and whers the prison was,
Don't ever carry written militery information. I mean by that, such
things as carefully propared maps of military installations or factories,
gun emplacemsnts, air fields, a.nd_ the like. If you are caught carrying
written military information, in a disguise, inside eneny lines, you
are in fact a spy. You will be tried then by the Gostapo and..punished-
a8 & spy. And the usual punishment is a brick wall and the firing squad
and there is nothing at all thal we can do about it.

Vhen you are escaping, concentrate on escaping. Don't stop to
commit little acts of sabotage. Anything you could do would be an sma.
teur sort of job. And there are experte doing a very swell ;,io.b. Don't
commit any acts of violence hecause if you ars caught, your punishment

will certainly be severs. If you are not caught, reprisals may be taken

on your buddies. A special word of warning if you are traveling in eivilian
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clothes. In the zone running about Pifteen miles behind enemy lines all
male civilians between the ages of 16 and 60 probably will be evacusted.

So when you reach that zons you must hide. lie low, Travel only at night,
then very cautiously. However, you will get help if you're careful., In-
deed you will get help from 95% of the civilian population in France. You
mist be careful abgut asking for this help or accepting it. If a Frenchman
is caught helping you, he is taken out and shot immediately. So do as you
ate told, even though what you are told to do may sound damn silly to you.

If you are cut off behind sneny lines, don't give up your uniform;
don't give up your weapon. ILie low. You will got help back to your lines.
I «_::an't tell you what it is, but Yyou will recognize it when it comss.

Never carry into combat, letters, diaries, or papers of any kind
that would give informstion to the enemy or could be used to make you give
information. ——meemcmao Story Noe 7 wrececmmane .

To avoid all this trouble don't get captured. Sometimes that is
easier sald, however, than dons. If you should be captured, remember you.
mist escape. And remember too that the 6arly escapes are the easiest., If
you can't escape, make as much of g miisance of yourself as you possibly
can. I've tried to tell you what you camn expect in the way of treatment . .
by the Nazis; what you can oxpect in the wsy of intarrogati‘.on; how to ro-
sist that interrogation; what you can expect in the way of sssistance;
whers to get that assisﬁance and how to use it. Now I want to make onsg
thing absolutely clear. Don't under any conditions sxﬁo’ke a cigareete with,
take a drink with, have a eup of coffee with, have & meal with, shoot the
bull with, be friendly with any Nezi, any time and place. That guy hstes
Y¥ou; he hates your living guts. He hags only one reason for being friend],y
to you, and that is to trj to getl you in that way to betray your own
friends, your own unit, your own country, And I am sure mone of you wamt

" to be guilty of betraying tﬁe United States of America. Thet's all fellows,

Thank you very much, and good luck.
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STORY NO. 4

About two years ago, some of you may romember this, a Iuftwaffe
pllot, named Von "Werrs , escaped from a Canadian PW camp, crossed
the border into the States, crossed all the way through the States
into Mexico and eventually got back to Germany. A demm fine escapea.
While he was wandef%ng- tﬂrough the States, our papers whre filled
with stories of hié ‘Iesoap'e and gubsequent wounds. Thers were head-
lines two inches high. You would have thought for s time that we had
been invaded by the whole damn Germsn army. Hvery housewife from
North Dakota to Texas was scared 811y for the fear this guy would
drop in some day, —- or might.,

In the last war, a hundred end seven thousand British and American
B/Ws escaped from German P/W cemps and eventually got back to their
own umits. At the same time, however, seven hundred and fifty thousand
escaped from B/W camps and wardered around Germany anywhere from a
few hours to several months befors being recaptured.

Now you multiply the consternation caused by this one Jerry in a
big country like ours by sbout nine hundred thousand in a small country
like Germsny, and you have a faint idea of the hell that was raised by
those nine hundred thousand on German civilian morale. By the Nazis
own admission, it was these escaping prisoners of war who broke
Gorman civilian morals ih the lest war, and it bxoke far ahead of i',lhs
army. That eould happen again.

STORY Ng., 2

This bogus Red Crosas man will be extrenely sympsthetic, -- go much so
that he will tell you he knows exactly how you are feeling at thisa -
parbicular moment. He knows that you are worried, not about yourself be-
caupe you know that you are safe and well, but about your family. You
will probably, he'll tell you, have been reported missing in sction,
end that doesn't mean a thing to your family. They msy picture you
lying cold, hungry, bleeding on some battlefield, and you want them
to know that you are safe and well. You want to get mail from them.

You went to get packages from home. You want to get Red Cross parcela.

You want to be able to send mail, and to have all the rights
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and privileges of a P/W. And he will tell you that he is the one man
that can fix it up for you. ALl you have to do is £ill out a little
form {indicates with hands a long sheet of paper}. Now any form that
long would be a phoney. And this one definitely is. He'll tell you
It's an official Red Cross fom., 4And it starts out all right, It

asks your nams, rank, and, serial number, And then it goes into fifty-
seven other questions about your training, equipment, weapons, and
plans,-information the Red Crogs ;1.3 obvicusly not interested in.

Don't have anything to do with this phoney. They may ask you to just
put in your name, rank, and serial nuinber, leaving the questions

blank, and sign it. Don't do it. They pulled that trick not so long
ago on an Air Force Major who,with his crew, was shot down and
captureds He was put in one room, the crew was put in another. Then
the major was presented with one of these forms, At first, he refused
to have emything to do with it, but they insisted that it was an official
form, and if he would juet £111 in hisg name, rank, and serial number and
sign it, that would be all right. The major hadn't been briefed; saw
ho harm in doing that and did just what he was asked, Then the Jerries
with what information they had and guessing at the 'rest, filled in the
answors to the questions. Then the Jerries took forms into the Mujor's
crew who at first refused to fill them out, but who changed their minds
when they saw the Major's form completely filled out and signed. They
filled theirs out,-only they correctsd the mistakes that had been meds
on the Major's form.

You will get an official Red Cross form. Tt's made like a double
post-card perforated through the middle. It asks for the same infor-
mation on both sections. It asks for name, . rank, serial number,
date of birth, next of kin, civilian eddress, condition of health,

and Ammy unit. In your case, your unit ig U.S. Army. That's all.

Story No.R
"The Nuisance Committss"

Lot me tell you some of the things this Nuisance Committes dosa.

The Jerries have anywhere from two to eight r0ll calls a day in these

camps., They're not roll calls by name because the Jerries can't
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pronounce our names. They're rpll calls by number. Supposs
somsbody has escaped the night before. The next morning before roll
call the nuisance committes takes over and very carefully briefs every
E/W in the camp. S when the German non-eom calls the men out to count
them, they lmow exactly what they are going to do. The oasiest way for
this Jarfy NGO to count the men is to put them in ranks of four, but
having been thoroug;h“ly‘ bflefed, there isn't a PAV in the place that can
undsrgtand four. Oh no!l They can get in ranks of twos, or fives, or
nines, or sevens, but they can't possibly get into fours. % the Jerry
takes four men and places them carofully one behind the other and saya,
"Now , stay there." Then he places the next four men, and the next four,
and the next four. By the time he has gotten to the next four the first
four have eveporated soms place. % he gots disgusted and lstrings. all
the P/Ws out in a single line. Then he starts down the line counting
ON@~==tWO-~~three--.four, and whers five should be i3 a space, but he is
not quite sure whether number six belengs in that, space or number five is
on gick call or in the latrine or over the fence, He finally gives the
man the benefii of the doubt, counts a man for that space and moves on
up the line, When he gets to the next space, well, he counted the first
space, 80 he has to count the second,' and he kseps on. By the time he is
about 3/4 of the way throughthe line, mimbers, one, two, and three decide
that they want to talk to Joe Bloke. up at the other end of the line, so
they snesk around the back, go up to the end and get themsslves counted
all over egain, So by the time the Jerry is through counting, he has
286 men. He is only supposed to have 280 so he has to start all over
agein. They have actually kept these counts going for two and three
hours, which gives the escaper that extra time before his sbsence ias
even digcovered, |
Story No.4d

They take eare of punards too. That is, in the Nuissnce
Committes's very ingenious ways. “t one camp the guards were partiou-
larly tough. They supposedly were very good guards from the German poimt
of view, bul from our point of view not good at all. So the Nuisence Con.

mittes decided something should be done about it. They appointed thres
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exparts who got peds of paper and pencila. Then they went around the

camp and interviewed every guard in the place. One of .thesa lads would
walk up to a guard and say, "What's your name? ", and write his name

down on that ped of paper. Then he would go to the next guard, "What's
your name?" until they had been to every guard in the place. The guards
gé’r. together that njghj;, discovered that all their names had been taken
and it bothered tha;n: Tk;;y Just couldn't understand such a procedure.

One of them went to one of thess expeTts the next day and said, "Why

did you take my name?" The export just looked at him and then said,
"That's all right brother, that's all right, This war will be over some
day and I have got you on my shit ligt," Well, it got s0 that the

Jarries would do anything to get off those lists, and they did.

Story No
There are stories of individual Puck ups among PAWs that

have come out of this war that ought to go d‘.'ow“n in history, and

they would, if they could be primted. I am thinking of two in parti-
cular. One is about an American; one is about a Britisher. The American
wag an alr corps pilot, a lieutenant colonel. He wag shot down over North
Afriecs, bailed out all right, hit the ground safely, and was just

gotiing out of his Mae West and harness when an open staff car approach-
od with four Jerries in it. They jumped out of the ear, covered him

with their rifles, and he- surrendered. He spoke perfect German. He said
"OK, boys, taks me away. I am yours". There was nothing else he could do,
They led him to the staff car, pit him in the back seat betwean two of
the boys, while the other two got into the front seat. He hadn't any

more than sat down than he started shoving, saying, "Move over. love
over, Give me room. I've got to have lots of room." The Jerries

have a great respsct for rank and they moved awsy as far as they could
from him, The car started up, had been going sbout ten minutes when

the Yenk jumped to his feet and said, " Stop this car. Stop this car,”
They stopped the car and wanted to know what the matter was. He said,
"I've got to take a Teak," So they let him out of the car. He went to the
side of the road and took hig leak, taking his own sweet +time about it,

then leisurely got back into the car again,  sat down and started shoving
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with his elbows. The car went on for another ten minutes and sgain he
gtood up, and again he asaid, "Stop this car." They stopped the car and
wanted to know what the matter was thig time. He said, "I've got to take
another leak." So he got out, wenit to the side of the road, managed to
squeeze out about three drops, taking fifteen minutes to do it, and got
leisurely back into the car again. This time as he was sbout to sit down
he turned to the JeIry oh his right and said, "You get up in the front
seel end give me soms Toom in hers,” and the guy got up in the front
seat.. Well, you know what he was trying to goet at, and he said he
succeded ¥ery well, In the first place, he got the Jerries so confused
that they lost their way twice. It took them two hours to make a trip
that should have taken about forty minutes., Meamwhile he sat back there
smoking their cigarettes, drinking their water, eating their rations and
having a hell of a time. Whenever the wind was right, he spit(indieate
the spit being carried back into the German's faces by the wind with
your hand}, Brventually they got to a ;ocal Hendquarters. The Yank got
out and decided he could no longer speak German, He explained he only
spoke thelr filthy language to make his wants known but from that time
on, anyons who wanted to talk to him must address him in English. A
tough 1ittle Nazi 2nd Lieutenant approached him and started questioning
him in broken Pnglish, Right away the Yank said, "Now wait s minute.
Let's get this straight. I'm a lisuténant Colonel., I will talk to no
ons except an officer of my rank or above.” Well, there wasn't a high
ranking Nazi officer in the cemp who spoke Fnglish, so they had to send
to another camp some 75 or 80 miles away and have an officer flown in.
A plane bearing this Nezi full colonmel srrived, set down and the Nazi
got out fairly bursting with &age. The Yank weited until he got close
enough and then said, "Do you speak Inglish?" The Nazi answered, '"Yes,
I spesk very precise Inglish., What ean I do for you?" The Yank replied,
"Well, brother, for a start, ~fuck youl"
' Story No.b

The Britisher had a little different experience. He esgcaped and

was recaptursd. Now, the first thing any good escaper thinks of the

winute hé is picked up is his next eacape, He Jnows what he has
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done wrong, and he knows how to correct it. The Britisher was no
exception, He knew what his miatakﬁs had been and in his mind he was
elready back to that point, doing the right thing., He had with him
to help him in his escaps, & little compass. This is a gadget about the
size of a lead pencil. We call them "ass-hole” compasses because that
is whers you hide ‘?_}‘—le[ﬂ. _A"The Britieher wanted to keep this compags be-
cause it hed been ;\réry useful on his first attempt end he wanted to be
sure he had it when he escaped again. UNow these compagsss have one
great advantage. Vhen thsy are properly hidden, the Nazis can't find
them. But they have one disadvantage. Sometimes you can't Pind them
yourself, The Britisher thought of this disadvantage, but he wanted
that compass. He lmew he would nesd it, and he wasn't at all sure that
he eould get another one. Then_he had an idea. He found a piece of
string in hias pocket, cut it, tied it very earefully around the compass,
and placed the compass where it belonged. V}ell, when they got back to
the P/W camp, his clothes were stripped from him and were put through an
X-ray machine to be searched while a Nezi captain proceeded to look
him over carefully. The Nezi got around in back of the Britisher. e
wagz looking him up and down - hea.di to toe, 'f‘he Britisher had cut the
string to long and it was dangling, Quickly the Nazi came around in
fz;ont of the Britisher and ordered, "Pull that string," The Britdshey
looked et him for e minute and then said, "You pull it." Well, that
didn't set very well with the Nezi at all. That was considerably be-
low his dignity. He saw a sergeant, standing over in the corner of
the room and said, "Sergeant, pull tha;c string." Now this sergeant was
8 smart guy, Fe had been in the Army some time, and he lmew his military
courtesy, but bsyond that he could think pretty fast on his feet, so he
turned to the Nazi Captain and said, "Hauptman, I am only an enlisted mare
Would it look right for an enlisted man to go up an officer's ass? You
pull the s‘tring."- Well, they argued that thing out for four hours
until the Britisher finally geve up in gheer disgust and pulled the

string himself, But there was no compass on the end of the string.,

The Britisher recovered his pregence of mind faster than the Nazi did
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though and said, "There, you see? It's that damn food you feed us.

It won't digest." Later he got the compass, used It on his next escape,

and he is in London now.

Story No.
The first Ju 88 shot down over England was piloted by a Luftwaffe
major. The major jumped clear and was captured. The plene crashed. Since

1,

this was the first-!:Tu 86.to land on British soil, the expsrTis were very
mich interested. They went over the wrekage of the plane very carefully
getting some information, but not enough. So the Nazi major was given a
very thorough interrogation. However, he was extremely security-minded
and wouldn't talk. He wouldn't even give the names of two members of
his orew who had been killed so that their deaths could be reported to
the International Bed Cross. He wouldn't let out a peep, But the
British had to have that informetion. When all other methods failed,
one of the interrogators remembered that among this Nazi's personal
effects was a bundle of thirty-two letters, -thirty-two letters tied
with blue ribbon written in feminine handwriting and smelling faintly

of perfume. You know the kind I mean? Well, that is just exactly what-
they were. They didn't contain one single scrap of military information,
anything else but. These letters were ‘i‘rom a girl this Nazi officer had
been shacked up with for the previous year while he was stationed

in France. He brought them with him Eacause he lnew that if anything
happened to him those letters would have been sent with his other
personal sffects back to his wife in Germany. 4And that was something

he certainly did not want to happsn. The interrogator took that bundle
of letters, got a big brown manila envelope and went in.to see the majors
When he got there, he showed the major the letters and seid, "What else
do you want me to send to your wife?" First,the msjor was indignant;
and then he pleaded and begged that those letters not be sent homs. But
the interrogator insisted that he was going to send them, was trying

to be a nice guy and was willing to send something else slong if the
major desired. Yell, the Nazi practically got on his knees and finally
got into’ s huddle with the interrogater and agreed to -swap informstion

about that Ju 88 in return for the letters. But it wesn't going to
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be as easy as all that. This interrogator wasn't golng to give the
Nazi his whole bundle of thirty-two letters in retum for some
information. He was a first class son-of-a-bitch. He sold the Nazi
those letters one at a tims. So don't you make up your mind as to

‘ what is important and what ian't in the way of papers. Don't take an
anything into coml.:ia\:t ,wi;t;}a you that could possibly be used inm the way

those letters were used on the Major.



